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All of us bring time to mind through
our awareness of the present, our
memory of the past and our hope
in the future. We can also choose to
ignore the present, forget the past and
despair about the future. Although
memory refers to the past and hope
to the future, we remember and hope
from where we are now. Depending on
our present condition and mood, so we
remember and so we hope...

Because of new insight and
new experiences, the past can be
reinterpreted and understood anew.
So, too, can the way we look at the
future.

The pastis not dead; it waits patiently
to be recollected and reinterpreted.
Because we change, we review our
past differently. We keep reinterpreting
the past in the light of what is going on
now in our lives. What appeared to be

a mountain at the time turns out, later,
to be a molehill; what appeared to
be a chance encounter, way back
then, becomes the most important
meeting of our lives. Often the
meaning of an experience is unclear
at the time of the experience. We have
to wait for meaning. Only then can
we understand... sometimes it takes
months or even years before we can
truly appreciate the importance that
some events have exercised in our life
story. The past is not dead; it lingers on
as a resource for meaning or it waits for
new interpretation.

Experience means learning through
direct personal contact with people
and things, and new experiences or
new information can challenge people
to think again.

Fr Denis McBride C.5s.R,,
Journeying Towards Jesus
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Lord, you know that | often overlook my little steps
towards you. Walk with me and pick me up when |

stumble €9 Amen.

We need
each other

Once when a lion was asleep a
little mouse began running up
and down upon him. This soon
awakened the lion, who placed
his huge paw upon the mouse
and opened his big jaws to
swallow him.

“Pardon, O King,’ cried the
mouse, “forgive me this time, |
shall never forget it: and | may
be able to do you a favour in the

future” The lion was so taken at
the idea of the mouse being able
to help him, that he let him go.

Sometime after, the lion was
caught in a trap, and the hunters
tied him to a tree. Just then the
little mouse happened to pass
by, and seeing the sad plight
of the lion, went up to him and
soon gnawed away the ropes
that bound the King of the
Beasts. “Was | not right?” said the
mouse.

Aesop, Fables

One cannot love God without extending one’s
love to the poor. Love for our neighbour is tangible
proof of the authenticity of our love for God.

Pope Leo XIV

Feast of the week
Monday 16 November

St Margaret of
Scotland (1045-1093)

St Margaret of Scotland, the niece of St Edward
the Confessor, shines as a beacon of faith lived
through compassion and courage. As queen, she
used her influence not for power, but for mercy
~ feeding poor people, freeing captives and
reforming the Church with wisdom and grace.
Her life was steeped in prayer and scripture yet
never removed from the needs of her people.
Margaret reminds us that holiness is not confined
to cloisters: it flourishes in kitchens, councils and
communities. She lived the Gospel with integrity,
embodying Christ’s call to serve “the least of
these” In our own lives, we are invited to follow
her example: to blend devotion with action,
to seek justice with tenderness. As we honour
her, may we be inspired to live generously, pray
deeply and lead with love in whatever role God
has entrusted to us.
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Today:

Proverbs 31:10-13.
19-20. 30-31

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
Matthew 25:14-30

Monday:
Apocalypse 1:1-4;
2:1-5

Luke 18:35-43

Tuesday:
Apocalypse 3:1-6.
14-22

Luke 19:1-10

Wednesday:
Apocalypse 4:1-11
Luke 19:11-28

Thursday:
Apocalypse 5:1-10
Luke 19:41-44

Friday:
Apocalypse 10:8-11
Luke 19:45-48

Saturday:
Apocalypse 11:4-12
Luke 20:27-40

Next Sunday:
Ezeklel 34:11-12.
15-17

1 Corinthlans 15:20-

26, 28
Matthew 25:31-46



